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SUBJECT: VETERANS OF 1953 VORKUTA STRIKE DEMONSTRATE 
APPRECIATION FOR PRESIDENT CARTER'S HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY 

1 . THREE FORMER INMATES OF THE WELL-KNOWN COMPLEX OE 
SOVIET CONCENTRATION CAMPS AT VORKUTA VISITED CONGEN 
JUNE 21 TO PRESENT LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER EXPRESSING 
APPRECIATION FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO FURTHERANCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AROUND THE WORLD. PRESENTATION WAS TIMED TO 
COMMEMORATE THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OE THE JULY 1953 STRIKE 
BY INMATES OF 31 OF THE 60 FORCED LABOR CAMPS WHICH THEN 
BELONGED TOTHEVORKUTA COMPLEX. 

2. JOHANN URWICH, AN ETHNIC GERMAN AND FORMER CITIZEN OF 
ROMANIA WHO WAS ONE OF THE FIVE LEADERS OE THE VORKUTA 
STRIKE COMMITTEE, PRESENTED THE LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
PRESIDENT CARTER. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY FELLOW STRIKE 
PARTICIPANTS FRIEDRICH CLOSS AND JULIUS STUERMER, ALSO 
ETHNIC GERMANS AND FORMER ROMANIAN CITIZENS. 

3. THE LETTER TRANSMITS, AS AN ECNLOSURE, AN ENGLISH 
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TRANSLATION OE THE MEMORANDUM WHICH THE STRIKE COMMITTEE 
OF VORKUTA CAMP NO. 2, COALPIT NO. 7 PRESENTED TO THEN 
DEPUTY MINISTER EOR INTERNAL AEFAIRS OF USSR, GENERAL 
MASLENIKOV, AND PROSECUTOR GENERAL OE USSR RUDENKO ON 
JULY 26, 1953. AN OIL PAINTING BY STUERMER ALSO 
ACCOMPANIES THE LETTER. THE PAINTING DEPICTS A SURLY, 
SADISTIC-LOOKING SOVIET OFEICER SITTING ON A BLOOD-RED 
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THRONE IN FRONT OF A BARBED WIRE FENCE. BEHIND THE 

FENCE A DEJECTED THRONG OF CAMP INMATES KNEELS BEFORE THE 

OFFICER. 

4. IN PRESENTING THE LETTER AND PAINTING, URWICH 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD 
MAINTAIN HIS STRONG COMMITMENT TO THE STRUGGLE FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE FUTURE. IN ACCEPTING LETTER AND PAINTING, 
CONGEN POLOFF THANKED URWICH, ET AL FOR THEIR GESTURE OF 
APPRECIATION, AND PROMISED TO FORWARD LETTER AND MEMO TO 
WASHINGTON. 

5. TO CONGEN'S KNOWLEDGE, ONLY PUBLICITY TO DATE HAS BEEN 
SHORT, FACTUAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF PRESENTATION ON BAVARIAN 
RADIO EVENING OF JUNE 21 . 

6. LETTER, MEMO AND PHOTO OF PAINTING BEING POUCHED TO 
EUR/SOV (DEPUTY DIRECTOR MCCALL) UNDER REGISTRY NO. 

3945340. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING DISPOSITION OF 
PAINTING. 

7. CONGEN WOULD BE HAPPY TO FACILITATE DELIVERY OF 
REPLY OR OTHER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PRESENTATION ON 
BEHALF OF PRESIDENT. BETTS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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